[Hormone-refractory prostate cancer].
Hormone-refractory prostate cancer is an advanced stage of the metastatic disease; it has a poor prognosis and a short median survival, about 9 to 18 months. The current article is based on a literature review regarding the prognostic factors and medical treatments, with a focus on recent advances in chemotherapy. With the use of docetaxel that increases the median survival of this disease and improves the symptoms, new clinical protocols have been developed, with promising results; these protocols propose a combination with calcitriol or antiangiogenic agents. Supportive care is also an important part of the treatment due to the high level of bone involvement and its consequences. Such recent advances constitute a real progress in the management of prostate cancer, namely the pharmacological combinations with a promising efficacy and little toxicity.